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brings a great expense upon himself before he can
lay up a stock to support the charge.

For it is reasonable to suppose that at his be-
ginning in the world he cannot expect to get so
good a portion with a wife as he might after he had
been set up a few years, and by his diligence and
frugality, joined to a small expense in housekeep-
ing, had increased both his stock in trade and the
trade itself; then he would be able to look forward
boldly, and would have some pretence for insisting
on a fortune, when he could make out his improve-
ments in trade, and show that he was both able to
maintain  a  wife,   and  able   to  live without   her.
When a young tradesman in Holland or Germany
goes a courting, I am told the first question the
young woman asks of him, or perhaps her friends
for her is, Are you able to pay the charges ? mean-
ing the expenses that inevitably attend the state of
wedlock.    However blunt this question may be, it
is a very necessary one; and he must be very unfit
to enter into the state, that has not so well consi-
dered it as to be able to give an answer to it.    As
the custom now is. generally speaking, the wife and
the shop make their first show together : but how
few of these early marriages succeed!    How hard
such a tradesman finds it to stand and support the
weight that attends it, I appeal to the experience of
those who, having taken this wrong step, and being
with difficulty got over it, are the best judges of
that particular circumstance in others that come
after them.

When a tradesman marries, there are necessary
consequences, I mean of expenses, which the wife
ought not to be charged with, and cannot be made
accountable for; such as, first, furnishing the
house; and let this be done with the utmost plain-
ness, so as to be only decent, yet it must be done;